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Cne Senator’s One-Man -hwgﬁgaﬁ@ﬁ;?

By PHILIP TAUEMAN
Special to The New York Tiwes
ROME, Feb. 8 — The spacious
lobby of the Hotel Flora, a few steps
fromn the congested Via Veneto, has
been the temporary office of Senator,,
Alfonse M. D’Amato. for the last five
days. With aides, journalists and Ital-
ian officials in tow, the New York Re--
publican has copducted a one-man in-
vestigation into the shooting of Pope |
John Paul I1. N \ o
Part substance, part show, the ef-
fort epitomizes a Washington maxim:
when the frustration of grappling with
domestic affairs becomes intense,
head overseas for a ““working trip”
that plays well back home.
~ The Senator's trip is being spon.
sored by the Commission or Secuvity
and. Cooperation in Europe, the
American group set up to raonitar
* compliance of tixe 35 signatories to the
1975 Helsinid aiceords. The commis-
sitn, whose 15 mem?
Lo vioduttve and 3s ive beaoci
of Government, 15 finaaced by Con-
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T EeRS, -
Although officials in the American *

Erobassy here tend to view Mr, ©

D’Amato’s visit as a publicity stuet,

the trip has not been a junket revely- - |
ing arcund the tennis conrt and SWike -

mingpool. :

Mr. D’Amato has heen ca the yug

from early morizing w0 late evening,
mesting with senior Italisn officials
aud prosecutors in addition 10 Ameicie
can diplomats and intelligencs offi-
cers. He says his interest in the aas
sination attempt grew out.of 2 triy
| Italy in 1981 when be learned that

e

-the Soviet leader, L
waraing that if the 12

¢ cxish tie Solidayies
in Poland he word
Chevithlas couat TRy T
. Mr. D’Amao o3 he informed the -
. Coentral Inteligenes Agency about the

Jetter and identified his soirree in the

id {. Brevhmay,
staas moved to

I Poland o ,,

=7 Interested Comstitvents i
The Senator belizves that the leiter
might have coniributed to Soviet feny
ol the Pops ara viven the Kreralin the
qonotivatien ¢ orider his assussinatiog.

Toe Italian investigation of the attack,
based on information provided by
Mehmet Al Agca, the Turk convicted

bers come fooum -

don moversent -

I Yapping appestancs by Vics Preident
" Bush, “There’s an effore w0 jupeds
-my investigatioa,” Mr. D’Axnzio sadd
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of the May, 1981 axsault, has revealsd
links between Mr. Agea and Bulgaria,

raising the possibility that the Bulgar-

“ian secrel service might have have

helped plan {he shooting,

While the Senator’s hard work has
been obvious, 30, too, are the domestic
political benefits of the trip. A Roman
Catholic of lialian ancestry, Mr.
D’Amain represeats a state with »
large Catholic population, including |
milliéns of voters with Italian and Pol-
ish roots. “Clearly this mutter is of in- |
terest to many-of his constituents,”
said John R. Zagarne, the Seomtor's
chief aide. * ) .

The Senator conducted a series of

‘press imterviews before he left the
"United States, has made himself

availablg to reporters here and plans
to hold a news conferenca at Keanedy

-Alrport later this wesk when he re-
- furns to New Yol .

-+ ‘Wrat the Senator will prebably not
SRY is bow close the tripesvas i batng

%

ney several wesks ago, bis staff noti-

© fied the-Italian Tmbassy in Washing. -

ton and esked oificials there to st L5e]
meetings with Governvaeni leaders in
Rome and with ovestigators working

*-cathe sbooting case, Lo, IR
. AskedtoPostoreeVist

" But a duy before M. D'Arasto was

scheduled to depart, Mr, Zagaxae
said, the embassy saidthat no mest-|
ings bad been arranged. In addition,
atthe last mimite, an Italianspaakiog

- staf member from the Seunte Tatellic
gence Covamittes, who has followed
- - the igvestigntion clossly, bed to can--
Pope bad gent & huodveritten latterin -0

21 his plans to eocompany the Senge
” He viewad the setbacks ominoasly,
repurting that the C.LA. bad inter
e 1 Plock e Tdelloenes Com
mittes's st
Abe trin He also producsd a telemum
frotm the "American Arbaseador fa -

X - Rome, Magwell Babb, urpiay him to .
Vatican when he returned 1o Washing: )

pustpone the visit betause the em- .

. bassy was prescoupied with an over-

onthe {light. o .

Once be was tn Rome, appointioents
began to fall it place, althorsh not al-
ways through officisl chamels. Ba-

“fore he' could shower and rhange

Yhen be decidwd 1o wale the jour- -
3.

ulf member lom rnldeg - gl os S e g K S

Pl
L
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clothes, Mr. D’Amato was on his way
. 1o & meeting with {taly’s Minister of
the Interior, Virginio Rognoni, sypar-
ently arranged at the last poinues by
the Italian Embassy in Washinpton,
He returned from the mewt i
tated, reporting thatthe wigister bad
lectured him about the separativa of
powers in Italy and explained that bt -
- vestigators did not have to brisf (5
Government aboyt developments in
thePopecase. - 7w’ . tLo
Incensed Over CLA. Role .j
The next morming, after a mesting
with a senior Awerican intelliganca
official at the United States Erobazyy,
Mr. D’Amato’s anger grew, *iteway
he tallzed about the case, you's think
Agea went to St Pater's Square £
shoot pigecns,” he said, The chargs
that the C.1.A. wag i 1 Lhe Case .
" and even discowraging othegs from e
vestizating it becarse a thems of tha

visit. . )
Mr. IPAzaato wos partionlagh
consed that the CLA. station ind
bad pever been-dnformed by ase e
officials in Washingion shont the
Pope’s letter to Mr. Brozhoey or the
identity of the Valican official who-
". old the Senator about it. *1 gave them
- important . information -.-and. ey
+ clearly never followed it up,” b com

The Senator’s .mides, vedanomdl,
worked the phones furiovsly, pesd.
ing, cajoling and pressuring offictals
to meet with him. After some puithal
expressions qf interest by a mumber ot
other uificials at the American B
bazsy, the tide appeared 0 tusrand
. people started avoiding Mg ealls, lead. -
ing the Szoator and ks wides to £

clude that somece had asot word o -
-avoid iz, - e bl b W -

Today, a5 Mo 1

fizad round of wmes

s

+hinister, he -presoumced  kimset
" partly satisfied -and partly diuap.

pointed withthetrip, "~
~ Satisfied, be gadd, becase he vag
- convinéed that the Imlars weey
ously pursuing the investization
bad come up with colid evidenes $oot
the Bulgarian Government probatly .
playsd & role in plavning the sheoting.
Disappointed, b2 said, bocswss,
*It's been ‘dearly demonstrated that
our own intelligence sErvicss are
deing a less than adequate job.”
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